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Pabliſt d to the Rights of the Church, being Preach d again before 
your LORDS$HIP at your Primary Viſitation (with an Addition 


TFT HIS Sermon, Compor'd as 1 remember before any Anſwer was | 


: of the Applicatory part,) Humbly Begs to be Admitted amongſt others Preach'd 


on that Occaſion upon the ſame Subject, as a Teſtimony of the Common C oncern | 


of your Clergy for the Intereſt; of the Chriſtian Religion and our Eſtabliſh'd | 
Church; and of the Reliance they have in your LOR DSHIP for their , 


Defence againſt the Inſolencies of a late Adverſary to the Chriſtian Prieſthood 
and Holy Sacraments, 


/ | 
This u indeed a Cauſe wherein, I truly believe, there us an Unaniwous BY 
Concurrenceof the whole Body of our Church. For beſides the Unanſwerable Bl 
Treatiſesit hath produced; there have been many Excellent Diſcourſes from 


the Pulpit in our Vindication, Preach'd every where before our Right Reverend 'P 


Biſhops or their Arch-Deacons at their Viſitations; with their Approbation, 1 


and to the Good Liking of their Clergy. I wiſh more of them had been under the 


fame Commands, your LO RDS HI hath been Pleaſed to lay upon the Un- VP 
worthieſt, te be Publifo'd: for then perhaps not one Erroncous Principle or 
Wreſted Citation iz that Book, (being taken to Pieces by ſo many Hana:s,) would . þ 


have eſcaped Examination and a Juſt Cenſure. 


What Advantage then hath this Author gain'd by his IwoeFives, and Y 


Odious Names of Diyiſion and Faction Objecred to us ? Whatever Contempt 


He may pleaſe to throw upon our Order, He plainly ſees that uo one of it is ſo 
Jar Loſt and Stigmatiz'd, as to appear Publickly on the ſame fide with him, 
He meets hi Diſappointment of Appealing to our Church, under any Denomina«» 
zion, by ſeeing the whole Clergy, as one Man, Riſe up again him, Let 
him Conſider then, from what other Communion of Proteſtants he may expe il 


bu Thanks, for Arraigning that Church which the moſt Sober and Learned bh 


of them haue acknowledged ta be their Bulwark againſt Popery. And let him 
Reflef, in what Society he muſt naturally herd, in his Reproaches of the Chri- | 


Rain Prieſthood, and Prophaneſs againſt the Holy Sacraments, 
. | . | Thy 


* 
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The many Attack; that ha ve been made againſt theConſftitution of our Church 
ever ſince the Reformation, yeur LOR DSHI P ven well knows have hit her- 
to turned to our Advantage; by raifing up a Righteous Zeal in our Clergy, and 
the Learned Gentlemen of eur Communion, i i Defence: Why have jet Ar- 
gument againſt Argument, without Conſidering the Perſon of the Opponent. 
And He that ſhall write with the Meekneſ; of the Gglpel concerning the Church 
of Chriſt, may propoſe his Reaſons and Schemes iu tzhe words of Sabernels and 
Truth; and if he pleaſe, Conceal his Name, which. doth, wo affect the 
Cauſe. But in the caſe of foul Slander, amigſt an heap of malicious Falſe 
hoods, (againſt all the Rules of Charity aud Good Manners, ) the-only way 
of Vindication that remains, is to appeal to the:Warld, by ſhewing from what 

SF Quiver theſe Poiſoned Arrows come. JU from 4 Sulpcted Papiſt, the leſs 
Dangerous will they be to a Proteſtant Reader; , rem one of known Immora- 
q iy, the Good and Religions will have no regard, ta-his Railings, - The very 

knowing ſuch aWriter, will go a great way towargs the anſwering his Argu- 
ments of this kind. | a a Y 3 
And there was cauſe my LO RD, that in the latter end of my Sermon 
Vid. p. 15. G after the Reaſoning Part was over, I have hinted ſomo- 
is a 2hing of this concerning Popery, c. To whigh, without breach of Chari- 
e i ty uu be added, (what every Proteſtant hath 4, Right to demand,) that we 
„ 4 hereby call upon Dr, W. Tindall, the boaſted. Author of this Piece, tobe 
4 ſatisfyed, How and When He hath again Embraced the Reformed Religion, 
* and Renounced the Idolatrous Errors of the Chureh of Rome, If in the 
d Reign of the late King James He abjur' d the. Proteſtant.Faith, and Com- 
ir munion of the Church of England, under the Name of Hereſy, where and 
d i Þcfore whom, hath He publickly recanted that Abjuration? I his Book of 
RIGHTS His Penitence for his APOSTACY ? Doeh his Treatment 
us ebe Church of England juſtify his being a ſincere. Convert te it? I his 
le coming to the Lord's Table any Evidence? Witneſs his Prophane abuſes of the 
„ 2-9 Bleſſed Sacrament of the Body and Blood of our Saviour! And fuitable 
ad e bis deteſtable Writing (I fear )hi way of Receiving it ſince. His ſaying, 
”, 5 it is Conjuration and 4 Grace Cup; and the Offertory, only paying his 
he Ciab, is ſurely no Evidence of his Diſcerning the Lord's Body, In ſhort, his 
a- Railings againſt our Church throughout the whole Book, ſmell ſtrong of the 
4 I and his Inferences at the latter end of it, is the Language of the 
apiit (till, 

Bur I need not move your LOR DS HIP' s Reſentment in a Cauſe wherein 
ou have been 4 Confeſſor, whilſt others fell from the Faith. Your LOR D- 
IS HP's Firmneſt in that difficult time of Tryal, is a landing Proof of your 
A borrence of thoſe Principles, which then tempted ſach Men to the Betray ing 
or Church and Reformation, and ſtill urge them onto Unchriſtian Revilimgs. 
Popery under any Shape or Diſguſe, and Blaſphemy barefac'd, can neuen want 


14. 7 


res eur juſt Indignation ; nor your wonted Zeal 70 protect them who Engage 
ww aint theſe Adverſaries, Amongſt whom 1 ſhall always defire ths Honour 
ned Subſe bing my ſelf. IF | 
bis | My Lord, your Lordfhip's | 


ri 


Tu. 


mot Obedient and Dut. ſul Son and Serv ant, | 
Alia hi Hela. 


{ 


(4) 


Joun XVIII. 36. 
Jeſus anſwered, my Kingdom is not of this Mord: 


N this anſwer to Pilat, our Bleſſed Saviour is fo far from diſowning 
himſelt to be a King, that he aſſerts his Regal Title in very plain Terms. 
Thou ſayſt that I am a King. To this End was 1 Born, and for this 
cauſe came I into theWorld, that I ſpould bear Witneſs unto the Truth, 
V. 37. But his Kingdom was not of this World. 

For the Kingdom of the Meſſiah, (fo oft ſpoken of by the Prophets) is the 
Kingdom of God, and of Heaven, the Dominion of Chriſt, the city of God. 
&c. Vid, Dan. 11. 44. VII 14. 27. Hebr, 1. 8. 11. 8. the End of its 
Rule on Earth is for the Salvation of our Souls. It Conſiſts of the Elect of 
God, calÞd out from the World, and Tranſlated from the Power of Darkneſ, 
into the Kingdom of his dear Son. A peculiar People, Zealous of Good 
Works for whom Chirſt gave himſelf, that he might purify them to himſelf 
from all Iniguity. Col. 1. 13. 1 Pet. 2. 9. 

For which purpoſe, Grace and the Holy Spirit of God are neceſſary ; not 
the Arm of Fleſh or ſecular Power, God hath indeed ſer Chirſt far abovelall 
Principality, and Power, and Might, and Dominion, and every Name that 
is Named, not only in this World, but in that alſo which is to come: Eph. 1. 
21. 22 He hath put all things under his Feet, and given him to be the Head 
over all things. But "tis te the Church. That Church of God which he hath 
pure hat d with his own Blood: AQts 20. 28. To which, at the Apoſtles firft 
Preaching, the Lord added daily fuch as ſhould be ſaved, 11. 47. in one 
day about 3000 Sowls ; without leſſening the Number of any Earthly Prince's 
Subjects. And (if the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, Vid. Dan. VII. 24. 
27. or the Parables and Promiſes of the New have Trath,) Its Dominion ſhall 
be inlarged, till all the Kingdoms of the Earth ſhall become ſubject to the 
Scepter of Chriſt, without detriment to the Rights and Powers of the Gover- 
nours of this World; but Confirming their juſt Authority, wherever the 
Kingdom of Chriſt ſhall beeſtabliſh'd in Truth and Righteouſneſs. 

But now, concerning this Kingdom of our Bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, 
there are two Fatal Errors : The one calculated for diſturbing the Peace, and 


- invading the Rights of Mankind, under pretence of a' Claim from Chriſt, (or 


perhaps of his Vicar,) to Earthly Dominion and Property. To theſe as 
well as to Pilar, our Lord ſays in my Text, My Ringdom is not of - this 
Warld, —— The other is no leſs pernicious in a contrary way; for it 


brings the Kingdom of Chriſt, (even as to thoſe things wherein it conſiſts, ) 


under Subjection to the State; and will not allow the Powers of the one to be 


diftin& from the Authority of the other. That Religion which the Prince 
Commands, (tho, of the Leviathan, [ Leviath.] inſtead of the Goſpel) is to 
be profeſied, and not that which jcſus Chriſt hath Inſtituted. 

Theſe and ſuch like Errors, in Eraſtus, Mr, Hobbs, and 
Rights of the a late Author, ariſe in General from hence, becauſe 
Chriſtiau Church there is no coercive Power in the Kingdom of Chriſt. Con- 

| cone 00 Earthly Dominion and Worldly Wiſdom, the Faith 
of 
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of the Goſpel is founded vpon 3 : For which Reaſon, the Commands 
of Chriſt, and Precepts of the Apoſtles, we art told, are only ſo much of Ad- 
vice and Perſuaſion; no more binding than the Phyſician's Preſcriptions to his 
patient, or the Lawyer's Council to his Client. If Enacting 

Laws be Eſſential to the Supreme Power ; this is deny d to Hobbs Leviat h. 
Chriſt in his Kingdom: If it be neceſſary, that there ſhou d 

be a proper Miniſtry belonging to his Church; tis aſſerted, that any Man, 
(not called or ſet apart for performing Divine Offices,) or Rights of 
Woman, may Adminiſter Baptiſm and the Supper of the , be Chriſtian 


| Lord ; may admit Subjecis into Chriſt's Kingdom; but that ee. 


no one hath Authority to exclude from thence. 

In anſwer to theſe kind of Doctrines it may ſuffice to ſhew in General; 

I. That Jeſus Chriſt, as King and Law: giver hath given proper Laws to 
his Church, and Enforc d them with Pepal Sanctions, 

II. That he hath appointed a diſtinct Order of Men, to Miniſter in Holy 


4 things in his Church, 


III. That he hath inveſted theſe his Miniſters, with the ſole Authority of 
admitting Members into bis Church, and of excluding from its Communion. 

1, As to the firſt, let us conſider but this one thing. The Kingdom of 
Chriſt is ſaid to relate only to another Life, But the Conſideration of a fu- 
ture State doth neceſſarily imply a proper Care and Adminiſtration in this 
Life, on which Eternity doth depend: This World (if we do not believe Pur- 
gatory,) is the only place, wherein any thing may be done, that is available 
to Everlaſting Life. And of all Inftitucions, that of the Goſpel is the weak- 
eſt, if (profeſſing to bring us to Eternal Happineſs) it hath been wanting in 
any neceflary Obligations or Directions, in the way to our Heavenly Country. 
Moſes, and even A ſahomet have ſer forth their kaws relating to this Life ; 
which at this day, are obſerved as ſuch, And Jeſus Chriſt is that Prophet, of 
whom Moſes ſaid unto the children of Iſrael, A Prophet ſhall the Lord your God 
raiſe up unto you of your brethren like unto me, Acts 7. 37. Deut 18, 15. 
Him ſhall ye hear. Matt. 5, 28, 34. And with that Authority he ſpea ks in 
the Goſpel, I ſay unto you, whoſoever looketh upon a Woman to Lnft after 
her, hath committed Adultery with her. I ſay unto you, ſwear not at all, &c. 

Herein, either there was ſomething added by Chriſt, to make the Law more 
per ſect; or elſe there was a New Interpretation given to it. If Chriſt added 
to the Law of God, he was in that a Law-giver as much as he that at firſt 
ſaid, Thou ſhalt nor Commit Adultery, If Chriſt only interpreted theſe 
Laws (that the Fews might underſtand the true Scope and Force of them 
His Interpretation of what was not betore known, became thea a known Law. 
And he being ſent from God to declare his Will, who ſhall ſay that the Will of 
God revealed by him, is not a Law, unleſs it ſhall be made fo, by us his Crea - 
tures ? If all Power of Governing and making Laws is derived from God, ſhall 
not he who gives this Power, have the greater Authority? 


gut that Jeſus Chriſt did aQually Exerciſe this Authority as a Law-giver is 


Evident, 

1. From his Changing and Diſſolving the Moſaical Law. 

2. From the New Commands h- hath given. 

3- From the Penal SanQuons he bach infore'd bis Laws with, , 
X | For 


(6 
1, For firſt,” tho Chrifi came to fulfil the Law in its moral Precepts, yet 
it is-certainly now alter'd and diſſolv d in what was Ceremonial, The Jew- 
z/Þ Sabbath is chang'd to the Lord's Day: The Feaſt of the Paſſover to the | 
Lord's Supper; and Circumciſfion-into Baptiſm: With an utter Abolition of 
the Legal Sacrifices;  Albwhich-{tho' now alter'd or annull'd,) were once 
politive, indiſpenſable Laws. By God's own Appointment, chat Man was | 
ſtoned, who was found gathering ſticks on the Sabbath. The Uncircumci ſed 
Man- child was to he cut off fram his People. Numb. 15, 35. Gen. 17. 14. 
But now we may as lawfully, work on the laſt day ot the Week as on any 
other; there is now, no Circumciſion: It requir'd then the ſame Power to 
abrogare or a nge theſe Laws, as at firſt to make theo. J 
2. Chriſt bath given us hο, Ls. 4 nem dommandment, I give unto 
you, that yam lo de one gur. A ve your Enemies, do good to them that hate 
you. N have heard that it huth been ſaid, an Eye for an Eye, anda Tooth for 
a Tooth. But I ante you, hat ye reſiſt not Evil, &c, John 17. 34. Mat. 
5. 44. This Goſpel- Love and Meckneſs were not Evident in the Law; and 
will not, I ſappole, be ſaid ia be of the Law of Nature. Take, Eat, do this 
in remembrance of me (and St. Paul receiv'd the ſame from the Lord.) Go ye 


This is as ſolemn an luſtitution of the two Chriſtian Sacraments as the Com- 
mand was for the Paſſoner or. Circumciſion : And our Obligation to them 
mult ariſe from the Command and poſitive Inſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Let till, all outward Force is wanting to Compel our Obedience. But 
what is there, beſides Natural Conſcience, and Right Reaſon, which do call 
to us in the Laws of Nature? And common Prudence and Conſcience in Hu- | 
man Laws? And why may not a Chriſtian's Conſcience, oblige him, and Pru- 
dence direct Rational Men, without Compulſion? The end ot Coercion in Ci- 
vil Societies, is to guard the Law (as far as it may) by inflicting ſuch Pu- 
niſhmcats upon the ſtubborn and diſobedient, whereby they ſhall receive great- 
er pain in ſuffering, than they took pleaſure in the Act of Tranſgreſſing, 


from the Advantage of Obeying; and the Evil minded, from the Terrour of 
the Puntſhment. às long as ve are free Agents, no Law can forcibly bind 
down to Obedience, in any one point: Tho' the Puniſhment be Capital, it 
cannot prevent the Laws being every day broken. Conſider then, whether 
the Laws of God may not impreſs a ſtronger Senſe of Obligation upon the 


Minis both of the Good and Bad, in proportion to the greater Rewards and 
- Panithments which they do hold forth, 8 
Hor zaly, they alſo have their Penal Sanctions, And therefore that is 


not merely perſuaſion, and Advice only, which is enforc'd by the Terror of | 
Puniſhments annexed to the Tranſgreſſion and Diſobedience. The Lawyer 
and Phyſician do not rhreaten-Penalries, it their Directions ſhall not be obſery'd; | 
but ſodoth jcſus Chriſt, and, thro' his Power, his Apoſtles. He that believeth | 
not ſhall be Damned. Mark. 16 16, Caſt theunprofitable Servant into outer 
Darkneſs, Mat. 5, 26, Bind him hand and foot, and Caſt him into outer | 
Darkneſs. 22. 13. There ſhall be Weeping and gnaſping Teeth. Agree with | 
thine Adverſary, leſt be deliver thee to the Fudge, and the Juage to the 
Officer, and thou be Caſ into Priſon. 25. 30. Veil I ſay unto thee, thou | 

an 


and Baptiz al. N2tions, cc. Luke 22. 19. 1 Cor. II. 23. Mat. 28. 19. 


Sanguinary Laws can do no more than thus perſuade; the Wiſe and God. 


C7 | | 
Galt by no means come out thence, till thou haſt paid the uttermoſt Farthing 
Depart from ye Curſed into E verlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devval and his 
Angels. The Unrighteous ſpall not Inherit the Kingaom of God. Neither 
Fornicators, &c, Matth. 25. 41. 1. Cor, 6. 9. 
And tho' theſe Puniſhments are reſerv'd to agother State, yet the actions, 
againſt which the Sentence is pronounced, belong to this Life only; and ſo 


conſequently muſt the Law allo as to its Obligation, tho* the Puniſhment be 


hereafrer, The Law of our Country which is againſt Self. Murder, doth not 
take place as to its Puniſhment, till after the Death of the Criminal; bur for 
all that, it is a Law; and the Sentence of having Chriſtian Burial denyed, 


| with the Circumſtances attending it, hath reſtrain'd many a Man from com- 


mitting that Violence, And why may not the Sentence of Damnation, of be» 


ing caſt out into outer Darkneſs, and into Everlaſting Fire, and of not In- 


heriting the Kingdom of God, (Sanctions more penal and terrifying than Man 
can infli&) have the ſame Effect upon Chriſtians, to Guard the Laws of the 
Goſpel ? 

In ſhort, let it be conſidered from thoſe P roperties which do conſtitute any 


lav, whether the Precepts of the Goſpel do not carry more of force with 


them, than the Laws of Men. They are commanded either by Jctus Chriſt, 
who had all Power given unto him by God in Heaven and in Earth; Matth. 
28. 18. or elſe by Holy Men of God, who were his Apeſtles. Chriſt kimle!t, 
as theApoſtle of his Father, ſake not of Himſelf, but as his Father taught 
him, 70.14, 10.And the Apoſtles of Chriſt (as well as the Prophets in old time) 
ſpake not of themſelves but as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 2 P. 1.2 1. For 
«ll Scripture is given by Inſpiration from God, 2 Tim. III. 16. The Commands 
of him then, who had all power from God, and the Precepts of them that were 
his Apoſtles, ſpeak with greater Authority than the Laws of Men can. And 
from whence ariſeth the Obligation to obey Human Laws? Not primarily 
and merely from Man, (for then all the Laws of Man are always to be obey d;) 
but it is from the Superior Law of God: They muſt be conformable to that 
Greater Law, whereinſocver they can oblige; when contrary to it, tis our 
Duty not to obey. And to the end that we may not be ignorant of the Te- 
nor of God's Law, it hath had its Promulgation, far beyond what any Human 
Law could ever ſhew ; Jr hath bin publiſh'd every day from the beginning, 
to the whole Chriftian World: For the ſame Reaſon that the Law of Moſes 
was read every Sabbath day in the Synagogues, Acts XV. 21. the Golpel 


of Chriſt is conſtantly read ia his Church. The Good which this Law propoſes 


is far greater than the Law of Man (ot it felt) could ever intend ; our temporal 
and Eternal Welfare. Its Obligation reaches the Conſcience, over which man 
hath no direct Dominion. It requireth Truth in the inward Parts, in whick 
Man hath no knowledge, Its Rewards and Puniſhments (as they are great- 
er. ſo they) are more certain; for the Murderer may eſcape; the Righreous 
may be oppreſs d in this World; but to neither can fail the Award of the laſt 
Day: for God hath appointed a day in which he will judge the warld in Righte- 
o'"ſneſs, by that Man whom he hath, ordained. Acts. XVII. 31. Here is 
a Judge, and a Day for Judgment Appointed: If there are no Laus in the 
Goſpel, upon what malt the Sentence be grounded? By what Rule muſt we be. 
acquitted or Conderan'd 2 Hy 
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If then we Conſider the W 1 the end of Divine Lau, 
the ſufficiency of their Promulgation, the greatneſs and certainty of their 
Rewards and Puniſhments (or any thing elſe, that we yet know to be Eſſent ia 
to make a Law valid,) how can it be ſaid with Conſiſtency of Reaſon or 
Religion, that Jeſus Chriſt, hath not Eftabliſh'd Laws in his Goſpel ? which 
are to be receiv'd as the Word of God it ſelf, (in which they are contain d, 
not as the Word of Men, but as it is in Truth, the Word of God, 1 Theſſ. Il - 

13. | 

Il. To ſhew that there is a diſtin Order of Men apointed to Officiate in the 
Church of Chriſt, This may be confider'd in 4 particulars, 
1. With reſpect to Chriſt himſelf. 

2. To his Apoſtles. ; 

3. Withregard to thoſe whom the Apoſtles ſent into the Vineyard. 

4+ With reſpe& to the Practice of the Church ſince their Time. 

1, As to the firſt, the Author to the Hebrews proves, that even Jeſvs 
C hriſt had his Call from God. Becauſe (as he argues) Every bigh Prieſt 
raten from among Men, is ordained for Men in things pertaining to God; 
that he may offer both Gifts and Sacrifices for Sius, Heb. V. 1. As the 
High Prieſt is ordained in things pertaining to God, God alone may empower 
him to offer Sacriſices for Sins; for who can forgive Sins but God alone ? 
Luke V. 21. Ifhe be taken from among Men, and ordained for Men, then 
is be ſet apart and particularly appointed to this Office. To this purpole the 
Apoſtle makes a very important Compariſon between Chriſt's Prieſthood and 
Aaron :; and ſhews the Hebrews {who, be ſure, were Zealous for that Prieſt- 
' hood which God had fo particularly apointed among them, the Preference of 
Chriſt's Prieſthood in all reſpects. 1. Both were Prieſts; they of Aaron only 
Temporary, witha Continual Succeſſion ; but Chriſt's Prieſthood was per- 
petval. 2, Both were call'd of God: Chriſt with an Oath; call'd as a Son 
immediately by his Father's Voice from Heaven: Heb. V. The Jewiſh 
Prieft's, without an Oath; call'd as Servants, immediately by men; call'd 
after Aaron's Order, but Chriſt after Melchizedek's; before, and higher than 

Aaron. 3. Both offered for Sins; they (for their own, as well as of others) 
offered the Sacrifices of the Lam: But Chriſt, being without Sin, offer d him- 
ſelf on the Croſs, only for other Mens Sins. If Chriſt therefore, Glorified 
not himſelf to be made an high Prieſt; but be that ſaid unto him, Thou art 
my Son, to day have I begotten thee, No man (ſays the Apoltle) taketh this 
Honour unto himſelf, but he that is call of God, Heb. V. 4. 5. 

2. And therefore adly, the Apoſtles and Diſciples of Chriſt, were a Select 
Company of Men, choſen and call'd by himſelf, as he was by God; as one 
from the Receit of Cuſtom, out of the Publicans, Others from mending their 
Nett. Math. IX. 9. IV. 21. One Cariſt refuſed ; The Scribe who ſaid 
unto him, maſter Iwill follow thee whitherſoever thou goeſt. VIII. 19 
One was call'd but would not follow; the Young Rich Man to whom Chritt 
ſaid, Sell that thou haſt, and give to the Poor, and come and follow me: But 
be went away ſorrawful, XIX. 21, 22. Which ſhews that all Men were 
not alike fic for the Kingdom of Chriſt, nor capable of being his Diſciples, 
Bu: now to theſe CEoſen Veſſels, Chriſt gave Power againſt unclean Spirits; 
$0 heal all manner of feknejs ; to preagþ the Goſpel ; aud to let their Peacs 
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come upon that Houſe which was worthy ; but in any that was not worthy to 
let their Peace return to themſelves ; and to ſhake off the Duſt of their Feet 
againſt that City or Houſe. X. I. &c. 
Chriſt declares moreover atter his Reſurrection, that all Power war given 
unto him in Heaven and in Earth: XVIII. 18, And in the plenitude of that 
Authority ke gives forth his Commandments to his Apoſlles. Go ye there- 
fore and Teach all Nations, Baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt: 19. Teaching them to obſerve all things 
what ſaever I have Commanded you ; 20. And Lo! I am with you alway, even 
to the end of the World. Chriſt tells them farther, that the Comforter which 
is the Holy Ghoſt (whom my Father ſhall ſend in my Name,) he ſhall Teach 30 
all things, aud bring al things to your Remembrance, whatjoever 1 have 
ſaid unto you, John XIV. 26. 
From hence we may obſerve 1. That as Chriſt himſelf was call'd and ſent 
by God, ſo there was a cheſen Company of Men appointed by him to Preach 
his Goſpel, who had Reaſon therefore to ſtyle themſelves, not the Apoſtles of 
Men, neither by Man, but by Jeſus Chriſt, and God the Father. Gal. I. i. 
2. All thoſe things which Chriſt had commanded, they that recciv'd his Go- 
{pel, were to be taught to obſerve 3. This Commiſſion given to the Apoſtles 
was of a mighty extent, to Diſciple and Baptize all Nations: And it muſt ne- 
ceſſarily employ more Hands, and laſt to the end of time; for to Teach and 
Baptize all Nations, was not to be done by Twelve Men, and finiſh'd in the 
Apoſtolick Age. We know that the far greater part of this Work is ſtill un- 
per form d in many large Regions: And as long as there ſhall be ſucceflive Ge- 
nerations of Men born in the Chriſtian World, there will be Sueceſſions of new 
Subjects, to he ſill added to the Kingdom of Chriſt. As therefore this Com- 
miſſion extended to all Nations, ſo likewiſe doth the promiſe of Chriſt, ( Ls 
I am with you always, even to the end of the World) Mart. 28. 20, reach to 
the end of Time; not only to the Apoſtles, but to their Succeſſors 3 who to | 
the World's end will be ſtill Diſcipling and Baptizing all Nations, and new 
Generations of Men. Laſtly, It appears from hence, that hat ever the 
Apoſiles Inſtiruted in the Church ot Chriſt. was not only by the mere directi- 
on of the Holy Spirit, which yet is enough to lay on us all Obligation to 
obey,) but it was by the Holy Ghoſt' bringing all things to their Remem- 
brance which Chriſt had. ſaid untothem, John 14, 26. How then could the v 
otherwiſe underſtand that ſaying, than as Chriſt's direction, how they ſhou*d 
ſend the Miniſters of the Goſpel, as my Father hath ſent me, even ſoſend Ivou? 
20, 21. if they vere ſent by Chriſt, even as his Father ſent him, they muſt ne- 
neceſſarily be inveſted, with a power to call and ſend others aſter them; for ſo 
Chriſt was ſent by God; and ſo the Nature of the Work appointed to them, 
requir'd. | | 

Had thirdly, ſo the Apoſtles call'd and ſent others to preach ; not with- 
out diſtinction, but Men with Solemaity fer apart for the Work, And the 
Queſtion which the Apoſtle asks, determins this Point, Are ad Apoſtles # 
Are all Prophets? Are all Teachers? &c. No! God hath ſer ſomo , firſ 
Avoftles, Secondarily Prophets; Thirdly Teachers, &c. 1 Cor. 12, 29, 28. 
God (not Man) hath ſet them in this Order. If the whole Body were an 
He, (enlighten d throvghour to guide and direct, and not ſerviceable to ** 
; 8 | other 
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where then were thoſe that ate to be inſtructed ? This Dottrine is not only 


which ſhews the Confuſion that muſt needs follow, if every Man ſhou'd uſurp 
the Right of Preaching the Goſpel, Adminiſtring the Sacraments and Gover- 
ning the Church, 

Let us then ſee what was the Practice of the Apoſtles, and of the Church 
in their Days. The firſt whom they choſe, was into the place of Judas: They 
appointed two; Fuſtus and Matthias; and pray'd, Lord, tho knoweſt the 
Hearts of all Men, ſkew whether of theſe two thou haſt choſen ; and they gave 
forth the Lots, and the Lot fell upon Matthias, Act 1, 23. The next were 
the Seven Deacons, to whom even that lower Office of diſtributing the Alms 
of the Church, was not Committed without a particular deſignation. The 
choice of fit Perſons was indeed from the Brethren 6. 3. Brethren, look 
ye out among you Seven Men (not of the promiſcuous Multitude but Seven 
Men) of Honeſt Report, full of the Holly Ghoſt, And then the Appoint- 
meat of theſe Good and Holy Men, muſt be from the Apoſtles; whom we 
may Appoint over this Buſineſs (ay they) not whom ye may Appoint, (as hath 
been often obſerv d, ſoneFaulty Copies of our Engliſh Bibles render it.) Where- 
fore to the Apoſtles allo belong'd the Ordination of them, by laying on of 
Hands: For they ſet them before the Apoſiles, and when they had pray d, they 
Hay'd their Hands on them; 6. aud y Word of God increaſed, and the Num- 
ber of the Diſciples multiply'd in Jeruſalem greatly, 7. 

Nay even where the Direction of the Holy Ghoſt interven'd, to Appoint by 
Name thoſe. that ſhould ſettle the Church among the Gebriles ; yet the Miſ- 
ſion and Ordination of them was reſcry'd to the Governors of the Church, as 
when the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Barnabas and Saul, for the Work 
whereunto I have call'd them. 13. 2. The one a Good Man, full of the Holy 
Ghoſt and Faith ; who had taught much People at Antioch, that were added 
to the Lord. 11. 24. The other, miraculouſly Converted ; who had already 
Preach'd Chriſt in the Synagogues, and Confounded the Fews at Damaſeus. Acts 
9. 20. &c. Aud both, nom called by Name, + by the Holy Ghoſt to this Work, 
Nevertheleſs they were to be ſeparated, have the Hands of the Governours of 
the Church laid on them, and receive their Miſſion from them. And accor- 
dingly when they had faſted and pray d and laid their Hands on them, they 
fent them away. Acts 13. 3. 5 
Buy Vertue of the ſame Commiſion to the Apoſtles, were James, Timothy 
and Titus ſer over the Churches of Jeruſalem, Epheſus and Crete. Timothy, 
put in mind by St. Paul, to ſir up the Gift of God which was in him, by the 
putting on of his H:nds. 2 Tim. 1.6. Exhorted, to {ay Hand, ſuddenlyun no 
Man. 1 Tim. 5. 22. Neither to partake with other Mens Sins. The things 
which he had Learned of St. Paul, :he me to Commit to fait hſul Men, who 
ſhould be able to Teach others alſo ; 2 Tim, 2,2, And ſo, to continu2 down 2 
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other uſe, ) Where then were the Hearing? 17, If all might be Teachers, 


built on the Authority of an Apoſtle, but grounded on Natural Reaſon ;' 
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ſucceſſion of faithful Teachers. For this end, was Titas left by St. Paul in 


{ Crete, that he might ſet in order the things that were wanting, (or leſt un- 
> done ) and ordain Elders in every City as he had Appointed him, Tit. 1. 5. 
2 If every Man whithout diſtinction might Preach the Goſpel, the ordaining 
Elders in every City needed not to be recommended in particular to- Titus. 
1 This was not one of the things wanting or left undone, if all Men had a Right 
to Preach and Adminiſter other Offices in the Church. 
j And with this laying on of Hands, there was Authority likewiſe given ; 
- them that Sin'd, to Rebuke before all; that others might fear, 1 Tim. g. 20. 
2 To Rebuke ſparply and with all Authority; that they might be ſound in the 
N Faith. Tit. 1. 13. 2 5. And c ven over the Elders themiclves, Timothy had 
i Power given him, as is evident by that Precept of the Apoſtles, nor to receive 
þ an Accuſation againſt an Elder, but before two or three Witneſſes, 1 Tim. 5. 19. 
E From hence it appears, that all Men in Common have not a right to the 
* Prieſtly Office: From Chriſt's having his Call from God, and from the choice 
b which himſelf made of his own Apoltles and Diſciples ; after that, from the 
h Apoſtles ſerting apart proper Perſons for the Apoſtleſhip and Miniſtry ; and 
trom the Command of the Holy Ghoſt to ſeparate and ordain, whom even 
p himſelf had call'd ; and laſtly from the ſeveral Roles given, about chooſing 
| fir Men for the Work. All which laid togerher, doth abundantly illuſtrate 
the Argument of St. Paul; How ſhall len call on God, in whom they have 
# not belies d? And how ſpall they believe in him, of whom they have not heard ? 
Aud how ſhall they hear without a Preacher? And how ſhall they Preach, ex- 
. cept they be ſent? Rom. 10. 14. | 
j 4. And now fourthly, whether the Church of Chriſt hath followed theſe 
4 Precepts and Examples of the Apoſtles (as they followed Chriſt's) may be beſt 
; learned from its conſtant Practice. Of which it cannot be the Task of this 
4 place to give à particular Account, But in general it may be affirm'd that 
| above 1 500 Years after Chrift, none were ſuffer d to officaate in Holy Things, 
and acknowledg'd by the Faithful, who were not thus admitted to the Mini- 
4 | firy. + Baptiſm by Lay Hands, was only in Caſes of abſolute neceſſity; and 
7 then, not without Licence from the Governours of the Church: Abſurely 


therefore argned for, when there is no ſuch neceſſity, and no Licence given. 
frumentius, who Preach d the Goſpel and Converted a People , immediate- 
J ly receiv'd Epiſcopal Ordination, that he might be their Lawful Paſtor, and 
| ſettle the Church. And to convert Uabelievers, or reclaim the Ungodly, is 
y the Duty of every Good Chriſtian ; to whom nevertheleſs it is not permitted 
6 to Miniſter ia the Publick, without a lawtul Call, For as it is ſaid in our 23d 

Article. Ir is not lawful for any Man to take upon him the Office of Pub- 


= * lick Preaching or Miniſtring in the Church, before he be lawfully call'd and 
5 * ſent eo execute the fame, And thoſe we ought to judge lawfully call'd and 
: * ſcat, which be choſen ard call'd to this Work by Men who have Publick 
— + Rights of the Chriſtian Church, chap. 4. 
la the in £&:hiopia; after which he return'd to give St. Athanaſius 
7, an Account of his Succels, and to Entreat him to ſend a Biſhop and Clergy to 


the place, which 4:2417/7us immediately did, ordaining him Biſhop, and telling 
him, he kne V none more Worthy to be their Paſtor and Form the Church there. 
| Authority 


( 12 
Authority given them in the K to call and ſend Miniſters inte 
* the Vineyard, | C 
And tho in a late Expoſition of this Article 2 Learning and Reverend . 
Prelate (not quoted in his own Words by this Author,) ſays, © that this Au- 
thority and Power may be devolved upon the Prince or ſupreme Power, (who 
* comprehends virtualy the whole People in him ;) and that, even the People 
may have this Power, who (ſeparating from a defil d Worſhip) may chooſe 
ſome oi their own Number to Miniſter in Holy things; and that this is not 
annull d or condemn d by this Article. — Yet (with the loweſt Submiſſion and 
Deference) | moſt Humbly propoſe that this cannot be Conſtrued for the 
meaning of this Article (as it is an Article of the Church of Exgland,) for the 
Reaſon ; becauſc in the Preface to the Form of Ordination, c. it is ex- 
prelly ſaid “ That no Man ſhall be accounted or taken to be, a lawful Biſhop, 
* Prieſt or Deacon, (or ſuffer'd to execute any of the ſaid Functions) except 
* he be call'd. tryed, examin'd and admitted thereunto, according to the 
From hereafter following, or hath had formerly Epiſcepal Ordination or 
Conſecration. ——— Now the calling of the Miniſters of Chriſt according to 
this Form, is by Biſhops ; which is here affirmed to be the only Lawful call 
in our Church. But this without any Mention, Conſideration, or Re- 
flection upon the conſtitution of Foreign Churches that are without Biſhops ; 
which therefore it belongs not to us to cenſure. | 
III. As to my laſt particular, that theſe Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt are inveſted 
with the ſole Power of admitting Members into his Church, and likewiſe of 
Excluding from its Communion, che Time permits me to ſpeak only in ſhore 
and in general, As firſt; | | : 
1. That the Church of Chriſt is a Society of Faithful Believers, to whom | 
the Mercies of God are made over by the covenant in the Goſpel, whereof 
they are admitted to be partakers, by Baptiſm: In which we may diſtinguiſh 
berween the Office of Baptizing, and the Right of Adminiſtring or denying 
that Sacrament. A Power, which evidently appears in the Baptiſm of the 
Adult; which in the Primitive Times, was not without the tryal of ſeveral 
Years; and our Rubrick orders not to be done without Notice firſt given to 
the Biſhop at leaſt a Week before; that ſo due care may be taken for their 
Examination . And if through Ignorance, Hereſy or open Immorality, 
the Perſons ſhall be naqualificd to be partakers of the covenant of Grace, it is 
in the Power of the Miniſter to refuſe Baptiſm ; and he performs his Truſt by 
fa doing. If, for example, they ſhall be found to be Ignorant of, or todeny 
any ot the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, (which yer in baptiſm they are 
folemnly to profeſs that they do believe ;) or if it be their Opinion, or avow'd 
Practice, to indulge themſelves in carnal Sins, (all which they are there bound 
do Renounce; or if they diſown the Divinity of any of the Perſons of the Holy 
Trinity (in whoſe Name they come to be Raptiz'dz) who will then ſay, that 
they are fir for Baptiſm, which doth ſo ſolemnly eagage them to the contrary ? 
And it cannot be the compact aud conſent of Chriſtians, (of which ſome are 
ſo fond in al! caſes of Submiſſion, from whence this Power ariſeth, becauſe it 
is exercis'd before their conſederation, and before t ey are Chriſtians, for 
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1 3aptiſm is the Initiating Federal Rite: But vhether they ſhall be admitted to 
| haptiſm, or not, belongs to the Paſtoral Truſt. It is indeed by the Con ſent 
nd BY the adult Perſon, that he ſubmits to this Tryal and Examination; but withouc 
* he cannot be Baptiz'd : His conſent therefore doth plainly argue an antecedent 
ho Right in the Paſtor, to judg of his fitneſs, and a general Truſt to be lodg'd in 
le jim, of adminiſtring or denying Baptiſm, according to the Qualifications of 
ſe he Perſons that preſent themſelves to him. Which alſo is the ſame in reſpect 
Ot r the other Chriſtian Sacrament, of the Lord's Supper. 
nd 2. The exereiſe of this Power and Truſt concerning the admiſſion of the 
he embers into the Church of Chriſt, doth in it ſelf imply a Power of Excluding 
he rom its Communion all thoſe that ſhall openly and wickedly violate the condi- 
X* ions of the Goſpel-Covenant ; which having engag'd themſelves to abide by, 
bey were on that account made Chriſtians, It is Evident that they forfeit 
Po heir Right to the Goſpel-Promiſes by living impenitently in Contradiction to 
he conditions of the Covenant; and when their Hereſy or Depravedneſs 
"r hal! become Notorious, (for Eccleſia non Cognoſeit niſi de Publicis, to the end 
te hat the Blaſphemy of Unbelievers, and all Offence and Corruption of the gocd 
It ay be avoided, is it not reaſonable that they ſhould be thrown out of the 
. ommunion of the Faithful, whom they ſo ſorely afflict and tempt by depraving 
be true Faith, or by their impurity of Life? How can the Paſtor ſecure his 
lock from the Contagion, without the Power of Excluding from it there 
d Rotten and infettious Members? For what purpoſe hath :he Holy Ghoſt made 
f verſeers to * feed the Church of God, if they have not Authority to preſerve 
is Peace and Welfare, (againſt the Feuds and Factions of Hereſy and Schiſm, 
and againſt obſtinate diſobedience to the Commands of the Goſpel,) by doing 
v batſoever is neceſſary to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the bend of Peace, 
Eph. IV. 3. and in Righteouſneſs of Life? 
This Power and Juriſdiction, as to the Exerciſe of it in a Chriſtian State 
fearing God and not perſecuting the Church,) we all own, may and muſt be 
egulated in ſuch a manner bythe Authority of the Magiſtrate,as beſt conduces, 
to the Mutual Happineſs and Tranquillity both of Church and State, For, 
as Arch Biſhor Laud ſaid in his Speech in the Star- Chamber, Tho' our Of- 
fice be from God and Chriſt immediately, yet may we not Exerciſe that Power 
either of Order or Jurisdiction) bot as God hath apointed us: That is, not 
in his Majeſty's, or any Chriſtian King's Kingdoms, but by, and under the 
Fower of the King, given us ſo to do. Which is the more remarkadle, 
becauſe a late Author ſays, that in the cenſure of Baffwick, all the Biſhops 
then preſent denyed openly, that they had their Juriſdition as Biſhops 
from the King. | 
This JuriſdiQion therefore cannot claſh with the civil Authority, and fee 
p two Independent Powers oppoſing each other in a Chriſtian State, How 
often mult they be told, that we do proſeſs the Religion of the Goſpel ; which 
doth not at all meddle with the outtward Condition of Men, but leaves the 
Servant and the Maſter, the bond and the free, the Subject and the Prince, 
juſt in the ſame State it found them; bur under ſtricter Obligations of performing 
their Reſpective Duties? So that theſe Powers (the Ecclefiaſtical and Civil) 
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are not about the ſame thing, but LF, different Laws, *Tis not the ſame 
thing to make a Citizen and a Chriſtian : ihe Subject and the Diſcip!e, ate 
different Conſiderations of the ſame Man, St. Paul was a Free Born Citizen 
of Rome, but he was Baptiz'd by Ananias; bis Bapriſm could not entitule him 
to thoſe Priviliges his Citizenſhip did; he therefore pleaded it tho? a Chriſtian 
and he afterwards ſuffer'd by the Laws he was bound to. For the Prieſt or 
Apoſtle is as much 2 Subjects to his Prince, as any Jem or Gentile; and the 
Chriſtian Prince is as anſwerable to God, as any of his Subjects. He therefore 
knows it to be his Duty to obey the command of his Lord, and to protect 
Chriſt's Miniſters in the Execution of their Office: And if his commands ſhall 
be contraty to the Goſpel, the Chriſtian Subject knows the Reſolution taken, 
that we ought to Obey God rather than Men. Acts. V. 29. 

All are taught in this Church, that the canon of the Holy Scriptures is com- 
pleated, with the ſevereſt Denunciation againſt them that ſhall add thereto: 
Our Rule of Faith is contain'd andconcluded in them; 'tis not in the Prieſt's 
Power to add ought of his own Invention, or ot other Mens; er not to Preach 
what is therein preſcrib'd. And fo far the Chriſtian Magiſtrate willingly hears 
Chriſt's Miniſters, for Chriſt's ſake; it they go farther, he may, and 
ought to repreſs them. Imperare facienda, he knows to be his own Province 
in the outward Polity of the Church; but not Imperata facere / TE ne EA- 


NH the firſt Chriſtian Emperor challenged to be within his Prerogative;bur 
1% 278g, to Miniſter in Holy things, he own'd to belong to others called thereto. 


And therefore that Aſſertion, that Chriſtian Princes have Power to Miniſter 
in all Hely Offices in the Church, becauſe by their Authority they protect and 
regulate the doing of it, is inconſequential in Mr, Hobbs and our lare Author, 
They have not this Power, as Princes; for then Heathen Princes might be 
Chriſtian Prieſts. Have they it then from the Law of God ? Far the contrary, 
inthe Remarkable Inſtances of Uzz:ah, Corah, Dathan aud Abiram | It ap- 
| pertaineth not unto thee Unzaah, to burn Incenſe unto the Lord, but to the 
Prieſts, (ſaid Azariah, with Fourſcore Prieſts of the Lord;) and they withſtool 
Uzziahthe King. 2 Chron, XXVI. 18, And the Example of the Dreadful 
* Judgment which was inflicted by God upon theſe Men, that would uſurp the 
Prieftly Office, (one a Sovereign King, the other three with their followers, 
mighty Princes of Renow,) hath hitherto ſtood a warning againſt the like 
preſumtion ; and will continue fo to do, till it ſhall be prov'd, that the Conſe- 
cration of the Lord's Supper, Num. 16, 23. 33. and the Adminiſtration of Bap- 
tiſm, is ot little or no Concern in Religion, compar'd with theBurning of Incenſe, 

Have then Chriſtian Princes this Right from the Goſpel, or from. Imme- 
morial Cuſtom ? But there is not any one Example in Church-Hiftory for 
a Preccdent ; only perhaps of the Apoſtate Fulian, who as High- Prieſt, offer- 
ed Sacrifices to the Heathen Gods in deſpight to Chriſtianity : (To which yet 
he was conſecrated after their way.) An Example (one wou'd think) not to 
be ſer by a Chriſtian Author, to a Chriſtian Prince! But there is no 
Record ia the Church of Chriſt of any Chriſtian Emperor that Baptiz d, tho of 
ſeveral, who were themſelves Baptiz d by his Miniſters, Tho' Jeſus Chriſt 
Converted St. Paul, Acts 9. 18. 22. 26. yet Auani u (one of the 70) was 
ſent to Baptize him, and waſh away his Sins, Tho' the Angel viſited Corne- 
ius from the Lord, yet was St, Peter ſent to Preach the Goſpel unto him. 
10. 1. Theſe are Examples of no unneoeſſary Caution, whereby it hath plezfed 
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e Sd to ſet us his own Pattern, for the ſecuring the Adminiſtration of H 
2 8 chings in the Church of Chriſt, in the Hands of the Stewards of his My ſteries. 
® And thus (too long I fear, but far ſhort of the Dignity and Neceſſity of the 
n Subje& ) have I examin'd the three points I propos d; in which we may the 
better be allow d to plead for our ſelves, ſince 'tis the cauſe of Religion and 
of the Proteſtant Faith which we vindicate againſt Atheiſm and Popery, a- 
„ gainft Unchriſtian Reviling and Immorality, On which Account it becomes 
-« the concern of every ſerious good Man of what perſuaſion ſoever) to rebuke 
that Spirit of calumny which of late is gone out into the World, in handling 
this Controverſy. 
For, 1. If there were any Religion in it, why is the Prieſthood (of all Fun- 
Qions) ſer up for the Mark of their Scoffing and Bitterneſs? If they are Be- 
lievers in Jeſus Chriſt, why is this Perſecution begun at the Houſe of Goa ? 
'Tis not ſurely for Inſtruction againſt the Errors of any particular Church, 
but it is the Church it ſelf, (:ho' built upon the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſs 
Chriſt being the chief Corner Stone: Tho purchaſed with the Blood of Go; 
Eph, 2. 20, AQs 20. 28. that is in their Aim, who do thus damn the Chur@b 
without diſtinction of true or falſe: For where is that Church left in the 
Chriſtiaa World, which they profeſs their hope of Salvation in? Tis rot the 
Infirmitys of them who bear the Character, but the Order it ſelf which is the 
Object of their Hatred, who revile the Miniflers of Chriſt wittout Exception. 
"Twas the Nature, not the Men, which that Philoſopher (deſervedly call d 
the Man- Hater) perſecuted by his Railings againſt all he mer—— But they 
r know what they do: For as a Learned Author obſerves in the Life of 7u- 
d lian, (who wanted not Scurrility to expoſe, nor any baſe Art to over- 
r. throw the Church of Chriſt,) The Clergy, ſays he, have always been the 
x great Eye-Sores to Men of Peruicious and Atheiſtical Principles, whoſe de- 
„ ſperate defigns they have ſtrenuouſly oppos'd, and could never be brought 
>. I © to be content that the World ſhould be over- run with Atheiſm and Impie- 
he ty; and thereby betray the Souls committed to their Charge. 
4 2, Tis againſt Popery we riſe up for tis their Objection, (fo often baffled 
ody the Martyrs and Champions of our Reformation,) that the Proteſtant Re- 
10 ligion is built upon Parliamentary Power; that we have no Prieſts, np Sa- 
5, eraments amengſt us. By which Inſinuation they have drawn many over to the 
e Church of Rome. Vid. Ep. Ded. Tis their way of arguing, that becauſe ve 
2 hold thoſe Doctrines which are to be prov d from the Scriptures, we do not dit. 
» fer from them in their;ldolitrous Abſurdities. And ſuch are the wiſe and honeſt | 
e. Inferences of this Author! that we ought not to deny Tran ſubſtantiation becauſe 


- believe the real Preſence Sacramentally: + Becauſa we conſecrare Churches, 
Ir we ought not to condemn their Conſæcration of Bells Beads and Candles, with © 
r many other Inſinuations at the latter end of his Bruk for many Pages toge · 


t ther. Immoderate Railing doth bur prejudice a goocl Cauſe that is founded on 
0 the truth and charity of the Goſpel. And when ws; ſee the Edge of the Wea- 
0 pon turn d againſt this Church, which all the Churches of Chriſtendom (ex, 
F cept the Romiſh and their Adherents “) do hold to be a true and ſound part 


ſt of Chriſt's Church, in whoſe cauſe is the Sword of our Adverſaries drawn ? 
18 br. Cave in his Life of julian. | 
+ Rights ofthe Chriſtian Church, + Rights of the Chriſ lian Church pag. 397, Se& 29. | 
p. 375. Set. 22, * Viz. ſome part lately of the Greek Uhurch,by the Infnences, Po» et 
and Moaey of the Roman Church, too much prevailing oi hem in theit n iſerable nd! on 
; 3 7 
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in Ear hen veſſels, that the Excellency of the Power may be of God and nor of us. Eph. 4. 


it then be your Chriſtianity, to revetence that holy Function, by whoſe Hands you were 


to God. che kacher, the Son, and Holy Spirir, three Perlons one God, Bleed for evermorg* 
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3d'y, *Tis moſt Unchriſtian Revilings we ſtand againſt: with which I will got [des 
He my own thoughts, nor offeud Chaſt Ears; but as Chtiſt pray'd tor his Murderers) 
Pray God to give the Authors of them 2 timely fight of their Errors ? to take from 
them this Gall of Bitterneſz; and to give them a ſerious Repenrance, that (if it may be,) 
they may make Reparation tor their Blaſphemous Reproaches ; and that they may have ar 
laſt their part and lot inthe Kingdom of Chriſt, hic they do now ſo miſetably afflict and 
oppole. Laſtly, Tis in the defence of all Chriſtian Duties and good Morality: For, it is by 
theie Miniſters of the Goſpel, that Faith in God and Chrift, is preack'd in the fame Articles 
chat have always been receiv'd in the Church, and are in the Scriptures; and (together with 
Faith) Geod Works as neceſſary to Sal vation: The reſpective Duties to God and Many 
to love our Neighbour as our ſelves ; to Honour and Obey the Queen, and all chat are put in 
Authority undet her; and to ſubmit our ſelves to all our Governours, &c. For theſe Rea- 
ſons, we are the more zealous in Vindicating the juſt Powers and Dignity of our Miſſion, 
And lince we own at the ſame time, and teach all Dutiſul Submiſſion to our Superiors; 
and you in this Audience of the higher Rank, receive this Tribute both from our ſelves, 
and from thoſe below your in your own Order; let me humbly beſfeak you in the Apoſtle's 
Words to conſider, that we are Men of like Paſhons with you, and Prezch unto you that 

u ſhould turn from theſe Vanities to the living God. Acts 14, t5, We bold this Treaſure 


7. Let ir be your Humanity then, to paſs by Human Iufirmities in us! The diſtinction of 
Our birch, education and ſtate, not to be Revilers and Prophane in holy things! Your Ju- 
not to fix the Eaults of a few upon the Order! If tis not your Charity (after her Ma- 
jeſties great Example) to Relieve, yet ler it be your goodneſs, not to add Sorrow to 
Aſſliction, and expole a poor Miniſtcr of Jeſus Chriſt for his Poverty, whoſe Patrimony may 
perhaps be in your Hands: For as the meaneſt Man is made in the Image of God, ſo is the 
Character of the Prieſthood of Chriſt, in the pooreſt of our Order, as in the Higheit. Let 


made the Heirs of Salvation: and let it be eſteem d the moſt abje& and abandon'd ſtate, 
a Chriſtian can fall into, to blaſpheme God by oppreſſing or reviling the Miniſters of Jeſus 
Chriſt ! For the Contempt doth terminate in God. He that deſpiſeth you, ſaith Chriſt. de- 
ſpiſeth me, and he that deſpiſtih me defpilerh him that ſent me Luke 10. 16. Whalſbe- 
ver we are in our ſelves, (the worſt of us I hope not ſo bad as our Adverſaries Repreſent 
the beſt ; and the beſt of us, the meaneſt of God's Servants in our own Eyes ; ) yet we are 
Ambaſſadors for Chriſt * 2 Cor. 5. 20. as though God did ee by us, we pray you in 
Chrift's ſtead to be reconciled to God. Account of us as the Minifters of Chriſt, and Stew- 
ards of the Myſteries of God. x Cor, 4. 1. Let the Elders that rule well, (they eſpecially 
who labour in the Word and Doctrine) be counted worthy of double Hounour 1 Tim. 5. 
87. And t ſhall your Examples, whom God hath plac'd on high for the Light and defence 
ofhis Church, have influence on them of inferior Degree, and lcfs poliſh'd in their manners. 
Oh! Let no- this Sp ritual Wickedaeti be in high P Eph. 6. 12. 1 am the better aſ- 
ſur d, knowing betore whom I ſpeak ; them who do not unwillingly hear a Doctrine which 
they endeavour to ſupport, and by a good Example to diſcountenance and beat down the 
contrary Vice. And this, my Reverend Brethren, for which I cannot fail of having your 
Teſtimony,) is che beſt Congratulation we can give to our Right Reverend and Honoura- 
ble Diocelan, ir to theſe partsof his Dioceſt. For this is what adds the Chriſtian Luſtre to hit 
own Birch, and makes the Hereditary Honour of 2n Ancient Houſe deſcend more genuine. 
Theſe things are ſo agreeable to his Generous Spirit have been ſo much, and fo long the 
Exerciſe of his Epiſcopal Car, for the defence of his Clergy and the eſtabliſh'd Church 
gaink all Inſults, that it muſt needs be the molt —_— Reception to him, to find us 
gratefully acknowle.lging the lame Noble Chriſtian Diſpoſitions to be in che Gentlemen of 
the higheſt Rank, and eftee.n amongſt us; (fome Argument I hope for our ſelves, that we 
are nat thought altogether unworthy oftheir Favour and Protection.) To this then, let us 
add the Offering of our own Duty and Gratitude; our ſenſe of the greater Obligations we 
are under, to keep our ſelves unſporred from che World; James 1. 27. and to be the more 
careful, to do nothing that may reflect a juſt Scandal upon! our Holy Profeſſion ! leaſt Satan 
get an Advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his Devices; 1 Cor. 2. 11. Nor yet 
of the Inſtruments, he ſers up in Oppoſit ion to Chrſt's Kingdom. But we know who hath 
aid, L will never leave thee nor forſake thee. Hebr. 13. f. And him who hath promis'd. 
Lo! lam with y u always, even unto the end of the World, — Mar. 28, 20. To who 
Grace and Holy Protection we commit our (elves and the Church of Chriſt, giving Glory 


Amen. FINIS 
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